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to tales of bull sharks a

before making our way to eat.

“But sir, it’s 8.30pm. The
restaurant is closed.”
We had definitely arrived.
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Nd DIg DATas

ESSENTIALS

GETTING THERE

Emirates (0844 800 2777; www.emirates.
com) has return flights to Perth from six

UK airports from £790. Journey time is just
over 20 hours. Skywest (0061 8 9477 8301;
www.skywest.com.au) flies from Perth to
Broome (two and a half hours) from £93, to
Kununurra (three and a half hours) from £153
and from Kununurra to Darwin (two hours 20
minutes) from £85.

GETTING AROUND

Budget (0844 544 3439 in the UK; www.
budget.co.uk) offers eight days’ one-way
rental of a Mitsubishi Pajero 4WD Broome to
Kununurra from £1,465, including unlimited
mileage and, on request, an extra spare tyre.

PACKAGES

Australian Pacific Touring (020 8879 7444;
www.aptouring.com.au) runs regular eight-
day 4WD small group tours from Broome

to Kununurra and vice versa, from April to
October, from £2,491 per person, including
twin-share accommodation, breakfast and
dinner. Flights are extra.

WHENTO GO

Australia runs from November to the end of

April. Precise dates vary but the Gibb River

Road is officially open from mid-April to

October following the Wet and after

inspection by Main Roads Western Australia.
Travel outside official open dates risks

impassable river crossings and may attract

fines of several thousand dollars. Visit www.

mainroads.wa.gov.au for information.

When it starts torainin Perthit starts to

dry out in the Kimberley, so if you travel

before the end of May you can often

take advantage of low-season

THE INSIDE TRACK
© Mowanjum Art&Culture
Centre (9191 1008; www.
mowanjumarts.com) in
Derby is the Kimberley’s
best exposition of
indigenous art (daily 9am-
5pm May to September, or
by appointment).
©Sir John Gorge self-guided
relay canoe hike, Mornington Wilderness
Sanctuary. You really have to want to visit
Sir John Gorge as it lies off the Gibb 60 miles
along a 4WD track. Being given a mud map
showing two pre-positioned canoes, a picnic,
adry bag, aradio and a paddle, exclusive
access to this stunning gorge on the Fitzroy
river is difficult to top (9191 7406; www.
australianwildlife.org; £92 for two).
© The dammingin 1971 of the Ordriver,
beyond Kununurra, created Lake Argyle,
mainland Australia’s largest artificial

international air fares. DID YOU body of water. A cruise of the
KNOW? lake and the river explores the
FURTHER INFORMATION The Kimberl e. was | Projects history, itsimpact
Websites worth visiting include dforit Y arit and the resident wildlife. Book
www.gibbriverroad.net - Taffy namedtor Its simiarty through Triple J Tours (9168
Abbotts’s website provides a to South Afnca £ 2682; www.triplejtours.net.au).
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details and even afew yarns.

There’s also a free iPhone app called
Explore WA which, once downloaded,
operates without the need for a mobile
reception and is therefore available for
use enroute.

For more information contact Tourism
Western Australia (020 7438 4606; www.
westernaustralia.com) in London or the
Western Australian Visitor Centre (1800

“The Wet”, or cyclone season, in Western
812808; www.wavisitorcentre.com) in Perth.

Mount Elizabeth Station ££

Located 18 miles off the Gibb River Road
and as authentic as cattle-station
accommodation gets. Six twin rooms
overlook the front lawn. There’s no television,
no mobile coverage and no air con; there are
wallabies and dogs. Tours of the station’s
Aboriginal rock art sites are on offer, as well
as walking, fishing and guided 4WD outings.
Home-cooked meals are taken communally
with owners Peter and Pat Lacey (0061 8

9191 4644; www.mount
elizabethstation.com; £115
per person half board).

Home Valley £££

Eco tent, homestead room
or luxury “Grass Castle”
accommodation, with shared
pool. Views beyond the Pentecost

river towards the Cockburn Ranges

are incomparable, asis JR’s (John Rodney’s)
horseback training - progress from
passenger to rider in a couple of hours.
Restaurant, bar, shop. Excellent workshop
facilities (9161 4322; www.hvstation.com.
au; b&b £118-£281 per night).

Mornington Wilderness Camp £££

At the end of a 54-mile 4WD access track.
Owned by the non-profit Australian Wildlife
Conservancy and supporting the

WHAT TO AVOID

© Punctures and blowouts - lower your tyre
pressure and speed to reduce the risk of
tyre damage. Carry a minimum of two spare
tyres; know where the wheel jack is and
how touse it.

© Cows and wallabies - your vehicle’s roo
bars may provide protection in the event of
a collision with a wallaby but hit a cow and
it's game over. Be particularly vigilant
around sunrise and dusk when wildlife and
stock are more active.

© Travelling at night — as well as seeing
nothing of the landscape, driving in the
dark increases the risk of an accident. Most
rental insurances exclude cover between

organisation’s work to preserve native
species; 10 well-spaced en-suite safari tents,
along the banks of Annie Creek. No
television, no phone coverage, no air con.
Remarkably good restaurant and bar.
Exclusive access to Dimond and Sir John
Gorges (9191 7406; www.australianwildlife.
org; fullboard £156 per person per night).

@ All of the above offer camping pitches from
around £9.50 per person, per night.

THE BEST RESTAURANTS

Lennard River Bridge Snack Stop £

Robert Hadley’s caravan has become a Gibb
River Road landmark. Among solar panels,
wind chimes, week-old newspapers, sleeping
cattle dogs and pictures of Barry Humphries,
Robert serves soft drinks, microwaved pies
and sausage rolls. Unremarkable cuisine but
an unmissable experience (Gibb River Road).

the hours of sunset and sunrise, leaving
travellers liable for all costs.

©Running out of fuel - supplies of
unleaded and diesel can be erratic even

at established roadhouses such as Mount
Barnett. Be aware of your vehicle’s range
and always fill up when possible. Using 4WD
increases fuel consumption. Carry an extra
jerry can.

© Saltwater crocodiles - the popular gorges
along the Gibb are landlocked and thus free
of risk. However, around Broome, Derby

and Kununurra presume all water is unsafe
for swimming unless otherwise indicated.
Definitely stay out of the Pentecost river.
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Dusty Bar&Grill ££

A surf-and-turf style menu, with the

addition of kangaroo and crocodile entrées.
Exceptional desserts and a short, well-
chosen wine list. Regular live entertainment
from local musicians (Home Valley, Gibb River
Road; 9161 4322; www.hvstation.com.au).

Mornington Wilderness Camp ££

Chefs Jane Bracken and Simon Wallace use
local ingredients such as lemon myrtle and
rosella flowers, along with fresh greens,
grown on site, to produce memorable meals
at reasonable prices worthy of a good
restaurant anywhere. Due to the remote
location this is only a practical option if
staying at the camp (Gibb River Road, Mount
House Access Road; 9191 7406; www.
australianwildlife.org).

Pumphouse Restaurant and Bar,
Kununurra ££

There’s little competition for dining out in
Kununurra beyond a take out from the BP
petrol station, but even if there was, this
quirky disused water pumping station
restaurant, built on stilts over the Ordriver,
would stand head and shoulders above the
rest. Exceptional. Its speciality is marinated
saltwater barramundifillet (Lot 3005,
Lakeview Drive; 9169 3222; www.
ordpumphouse.com.au).

Selene Brasserie, Broome £££

Broome’s most chic dining experience. The
Selene picked up another deserved award at
the end of 2010 - Western Australia’s Best
Country Restaurant. Signature dish is spiced
sautéed pearl meat (Pinctada Cable Beach
Resort, 10 Murray Road, Cable Beach; 9193
8388; www.pinctadacablebeach.com.au).

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Worldwide Cruising
from only f67%" per night!

Fred. Olsen Grand Voyages are an ultimate indulgence; journeys of a leisurely duration,
reflecting the unhurried nature of travel from a bygone era. An opportunity to spend
relaxing days at sea and explore exotic destinations not on the charts of an ordinary holiday.

PLUS |
upto £1000

ONBOARD SPEND

AROUND THE WORLD CRUISE

Black Watch ¢ 11 January 2012 ¢ 106 nights

Southampton e Gibraltar e Ceuta ® Malta ¢ Port Said  Suez Canal ¢
Sharm el Sheikh ¢ Safaga e Salalah ¢ Mumbai (overnight onboard) e Cochin e

| Port Blair e Singapore (overnight onboard) ® Chan May ¢ Hong Kong (overnight onboard

e Manila e Kota Kinabalu e Cairns ¢ Hamilton Island e Brisbane e

Sydney (2 nights onboard) ¢

Nuku Hiva e Callao (2 nights onboard) e

Noumea © Port Vila ® Suva ¢ Bora Bora ® Papeete
Manta e Transit Panama Canal ¢ Cartagena

Curacao ® St Maarten ® Antigua ® Ponta Delgada ¢ Southampton

Inside Cabins from

£7739%°

Outside Cabins from

£9179¢rF

Single Cabins from

£13029'°'°

SOUTH AMERICA CRUISE

Balmoral e 5 January 2012 e 89 nights

Southampton e Tenerife ¢ St Maarten ¢ Tortola ® Grand Turk ¢ Key West
New Orleans  Galveston e Jamaica ® Panama Canal Transit ® Puntarenas e Corinto

Acajutia ®* Manta

Callao (2 nights onboard) * Arica ® Coquimbo ® Valparaiso

Castro e Puerto Chacabuco e Cruising Chilean Fjords  Punta Arenas e
Cruising Cape Horn e Port Stanley ® Montevideo ® Buenos Aires ® Santos ®

lihabela e Rio de Janeiro (overnight onboard)

Santarem ¢ Mindelo ® Madeira ® Southampton

Inside Cabins from

£5999°PP

cruisedirect.. 22

Offers are subject to availability. Prices are per person based on lowest cabin grade and twin occupancy unless other-
wise stated. Further terms and conditions apply, available on request. All bookings will be subject to tour operators
booking conditions. 2.5% credit card charge and £4 debit card charge applies to all bookings. Some ports may be at an-
chor. Errors and Omissions excluded. Prices correct as of 22 February 2011. Onboard spend where applicable is per
cabin and on selected grades only.

BOOK WITH CONFIDENCE

Outside Cabins from

£7199r°

Single Cabins from

£10879r°

Salvador e Recife o Fortaleza

£300 ®

ONBOARD SPEND = .

e e - .

SINGAPORE -SYDNEY
Black Watch e 10 February 2012 e 27 nights

Your Cruise Includes:

X

Fred.Olsen Cruise Lines

En-suite accommodation with tea & coffee making facilities
All meals onboard including: breakfast, lunch, afternoon
tea, 5 course evening meal, late night buffet. room service
Daytime activities: swimming pools, jacuzzis, gym, golf
driving nets, daily quizzes and classes, onboard lectures

and The Artclub programme.

Evening entertainment; Captain's welcome and farewell
drinks party; singers, comedians and speciality acts;
resident show company performances; gala buffet night;

special themed evenings

Baggage porterage to/from your cabin

Inside Cabins from

£26997° | £3169°P £3929PP

ONBOARD SPEND

JAMAICA - VALPARAISO
Balmoral ¢ 29 January 2012 e 22 nights

Fly UK - Singapore (overnight onboard) ¢« Chan May ¢ Hong Kong
(overnight onboard) ® Manila ¢ Kota Kinabalu ¢ Cairns
Hamilton Island e Brisbane e Sydney (overnight onboard) ¢ Fly UK

Outside Cabins from

CALLAO - SOUTHAMPTON
Black Watch e 2 April 2012 e 24 nights

Single Cabins from

| ONBOARD SPEND
- 1

Fly UK ¢ Jamaica ® Panama Canal Transit ¢
Acajutia ® Manta ¢ Callao (2 nights onboard) e Arica

Inside Cabins from

Fly UK e Callao (overnight onboard) « Manta
Transit Panama Canal ¢ Cartagena ¢ Curacao ® St Maarten e
Antigua e Ponta Delgada ¢ Southampton

QOutside Cabins from Single Cabins from

£17197° £2069°° £2649°

RIO -SOUTHAMPTON
Balmoral ¢ 9 March 2012 e 25 nights

Puntarenas ¢ Corinto

Coquimbo ¢ Valparaiso ¢ Fly UK

Inside Cabins from

Outside Cabins from

£2219°°: £2509°F :£3219°F

Single Cabins from

Many more fantastic cruise offers available call us today on the

“DABTA

ABTA No.13759

0800 011 1013

YOUR MONEY IS PROTECTED

Inside Cabins from

£1699°°: £1969°F £2629°°

Fly UK e Rio de Janeiro (overnight onboard) * Salvador e Recife
Fortaleza ® Santarem ¢ Mindelo ® Madeira

* Southampton

Outside Cabins from Single Cabins from

OPEN

LATE
7 DAYS




